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Family Week. I invite the States, commu-
nities, and all the people of the United States 
to join together in observing this week with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities to 
honor our Nation’s families. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-first day of November, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand three, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., November 25, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 22, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on No-
vember 26.

The President’s Radio Address 
November 22, 2003

Good morning. This week Congress made 
significant progress toward improving the 
lives of America’s senior citizens. The House 
of Representatives passed legislation that 
would bring prescription drug coverage to 
Medicare and lead to health care choices for 
our seniors. This legislation, if also passed 
by the Senate, would represent the greatest 
improvement in senior health care since 
Medicare was enacted in 1965. 

When these reforms take full effect, our 
seniors would see real savings in their health 
care costs. Within 6 months, seniors would 
be eligible for a drug discount card that 
would save them between 10 and 25 percent 
off the retail price of most drugs. When the 
full drug benefit arrives in 2006, all seniors 
become eligible for drug coverage for a 
monthly premium of about $35. For most 
seniors without coverage today, the Medicare 
drug plan would cut their annual drug bills 
roughly in half. 

Seniors with the highest drug bills would 
save the most, and seniors with the greatest 
need would get the most help. Low-income 
seniors would pay a reduced premium or no 
premium at all for the new drug coverage. 
And low-income seniors would also have 
lower copayments for their medicines. 

Here is an example of how this benefit 
would work. A senior taking drugs to treat 
arthritis, high cholesterol, and migraines has 
a typical drug bill of about $250 a month, 
or $3,000 a year. With this legislation, this 
retiree would save $1,680 after paying her 
insurance premiums—more than half her 
current drug costs. 

Under the new reforms, seniors would 
have more choices of health care coverage. 
Should seniors want to stay in traditional 
Medicare and receive a prescription drug 
benefit, they would be able to do so. Some 
seniors may want expanded coverage for ex-
tended hospital stays or protection against 
high out-of-pocket medical expenses, or they 
may want the coverage that comes with man-
aged care plans. Under the new law, all those 
choices would be available. With choice, sen-
iors would have more control over their 
health care options, and health plans would 
compete for the business with better cov-
erage. 

We’re on the verge of success because of 
bipartisan leadership and because of the sup-
port of many advocates for seniors, including 
the AARP. Throughout many months of dis-
cussion and debate, we’ve remained focused 
on the clear objective: to modernize and 
strengthen the Medicare system. And by 
working together, we’re close to meeting that 
goal. 

In the nearly 40 years since Medicare was 
launched, this is the most significant oppor-
tunity for any Congress to improve health 
coverage for our seniors. Now we’re down 
to the final stages. This Congress will decide 
whether or not seniors will have prescription 
drug coverage under Medicare, and this 
Congress will decide whether America’s sen-
iors will have better health care choices. 

I urge all Members of Congress to remem-
ber what is at stake and to remember the 
promise we have made to America’s seniors. 
The quality of their health care and the fu-
ture strength of Medicare depends on the 
passage of this much-needed legislation. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:35 p.m. on 
November 21 for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on No-
vember 22. The transcript was made available by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on November 

VerDate jul 14 2003 11:58 Dec 02, 2003 Jkt 203250 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P48NOT4.028 P48NOT4



1680 Nov. 22 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

21 but was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress.

Statement on House of 
Representatives Passage of Medicare 
Reform Legislation 
November 22, 2003

The House’s historic passage of the bipar-
tisan Medicare bill brings seniors one step 
closer to a modern Medicare system, one that 
includes prescription drugs and choices for 
seniors. I applaud the House for meeting our 
obligations to America’s seniors. Now it is 
time for the Senate to act. I urge the Senate 
to pass this good piece of legislation so that 
I can sign it into law. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this state-
ment.

Statement on Signing the Military 
Construction Appropriations Act, 
2004
November 22, 2003

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 2559, 
the ‘‘Military Construction Appropriations 
Act, 2004.’’ The Act appropriates funds for 
construction to support the operations of the 
U.S. Armed Forces and for military family 
housing. 

Sections 107, 110, and 113 provide for no-
tice to the Congress of relocation of activities 
between military installations, initiation of a 
new installation abroad, or U.S. military exer-
cises involving $100,000 in construction 
costs. The Supreme Court of the United 
States has stated that the President’s author-
ity to classify and control access to informa-
tion bearing on national security flows from 
the Constitution and does not depend upon 
a legislative grant of authority. Although no-
tice can be provided in most situations as a 
matter of comity, situations may arise, espe-
cially in wartime, in which the President 
must act promptly under his constitutional 
grants of executive power and authority as 
Commander in Chief while protecting sen-
sitive national security information. The ex-

ecutive branch shall construe these sections 
in a manner consistent with the constitutional 
authority of the President. 

Section 119 provides for the Secretary of 
Defense to submit a report to Congress with 
details of proposed actions to encourage cer-
tain cooperating nations to assume a greater 
share of the common defense burden. Sec-
tion 128 of the Act establishes a commission 
of eight congressionally-designated members 
to study the U.S. military facility structure 
overseas and provides for commission access 
to information. The executive branch shall 
construe sections 119 and 128 in a manner 
consistent with the President’s constitutional 
authority to withhold information the disclo-
sure of which could impair foreign relations, 
the national security, the deliberative proc-
esses of the Executive, or the performance 
of the Executive’s constitutional duties. 

George W. Bush 
The White House, 
November 22, 2003.
NOTE: H.R. 2559, approved November 22, was 
assigned Public Law No. 108–132.

Remarks at the Thanksgiving Turkey 
Presentation Ceremony 
November 24, 2003

Thank you all. Welcome. Thanks for com-
ing. Good morning, and welcome to the Rose 
Garden. In a moment you can come up and 
welcome our guest of honor, Stars the turkey. 
He looks pretty friendly. He actually looks 
well rested. You’d be well rested, too, if you 
had your own room in Hotel Washington 
here in Washington, DC. [Laughter] It 
sounds like Stars wants to give the speech. 

I appreciate you joining me to give this 
turkey a Presidential pardon. Stars is a very 
special bird with a very special name. This 
year, for the first time, thousands of people 
voted on the White House web site to name 
the national turkey and the alternate turkey. 
‘‘Stars’’ and ‘‘Stripes’’ beat out ‘‘Pumpkin’’ 
and ‘‘Cranberry.’’ And it was a neck-to-neck 
race. [Laughter] 

Under the official rules, the alternate tur-
key has an important role, not to be taken 
lightly. The rulebook states that an alternate 
turkey is chosen in case the national Thanks-
giving turkey cannot fulfill his role in this 
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